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pathy with forest and heath, the ancient and gigantic powers of
Nature. The slow iambics of the first line of st. 2 mark the quiet
dropping of the pine-cones, while the anapaests that follow catch
the swiftness of the wind overhead.

102. Under the wide and starry sky

THE stanzas actually inscribed on Stevenson's grave m Samoa.
He had written them at Hyeres ten years before. They have all
the beauty and restrained pathos of the finest epigrams in the
Greek anthology.

103. I strove with -none, for none was worth my strife

WRITTEN by Landor for his seventy-fifth birthday. Very char-
acteristic of him in its high Roman spirit, somewhat too arrogant,
yet finely touched to fine issues, and in its classical perfection of
form.

104. My new-cut ashlar takes the light

EVEN more than his splendid and widely-known Recessional fiis
poem represents Mr. KjpHng in his austerest mood, and also at his
highest level of inspiration. The stately phrasing and rhythm
have the quality we find in the noblest eighteenth-century verse,
whilst the union of personal humility with the profound sense of
a high calling carries us back beyond the eighteenth century to
the Milton of the Sonnets and of the Invocation in the Third Book
of Paradise Lost.

1.  ashlar: square-hewn stone.   The time is sunset, and the
level rays strike the newly-placed masonry and glorify it,

2.  crimson blank:  the blinding glare of the new windows
reflecting the setting sun.

17-20. God gives to the artist's brain a creative vision of
Paradise; and, beholding that vision, the artist can feel, as God
felt, that his work is " very good " (Genesis i. 36); and feel, too,
that as a creator he shares in godhead. Shelley quotes a saying
of Tasso, " None deserve the name of Creator, save God and the
poet." For Eden as the vision of the ideal, cp. Tennyson, The
Two Voices:

" Who, rowing hard against the stream,
Saw distant gates of Eden gleam,
And did not dream it was a dream."

22. that dread Temple of thy worth: the Temple of human
achievement, which is also God's achievement for His creation;